	LITURGICAL SCHEDULE


Monday, November 13 – 7:00 a.m.
Communion Service
Tuesday, November 14 – 7:00 a.m.

Eva Lehne
Wednesday, November 15 – 7:00 a.m. 
Jim Wort
(Vic & Mary Kassing

Thursday, November 16– 7:00 a.m. 
Margie Butler
(Martha Fluckey)

Friday, November 17 – 7:00 a.m. 

Parishioners of Holy Family & 

St. Thomas
Saturday, November 18 – 5:30 p.m.

Living & Deceased Members of
Legion of Mary

Sunday, November 19 - 8:00 a.m.

Becky Metzger
(Raymond & family)

St. Thomas – 10:00 a.m.
Tommy Ordner
(Alicia Schmidt)
	OUR TITHE TO THE LORD:

November 4-5, 2017

Holy Family: $3,230.00
School Support: $135.00
St. Thomas: $1,968.25


	Upcoming Events


· AA Meeting – Saturday, November 18, at 7p.m. at the Holy Family Parish Center.
· Legion of Mary will meet on Tuesday evenings at 5:00 p.m.
· Holy Family PSR Classes have resumed.  Please contact Kelly Stinson with any questions at 217-248-7388.
· Video Series:  The Catholic Identity Committee is offering the video series “Catholicism” featuring Bishop Robert Barron.  All parishioners and others wishing to learn more about the Catholic faith are invited to attend on Wednesdays November 15, 29 and December 6, and 20 at 6:30 p.m. at the KC Hall in Mt. Sterling, IL.  Light refreshments will be provided.
· Tolton:  From Slave to Priest:

What:  Live play:  Tolton: From Slave to Priest
When:  Sunday, November 12, 2017 at 3:00 p.m.

Where:  Quincy University – Pepsi Arena, North 18th & Oak Street, Quincy, IL 62301

Admission:  Free-will offering

Contact information:  Ray Heilmann, Director of Campus Ministry (217) 228-5432, Ext. 3617 or heilmra@quincy.edu; Quincy University website:  www.quincy.edu. 
· Turkey Trot 5k . . . Walk/Run – Gather your friends and family and join us Thanksgiving morning for our first annual Turkey Trot 5K!  Our non-competitive, non-timed event will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, November 23, beginning from St. Mary School black top.  Route will go north past Clark Park and then return.  Event fee is $25.00 per person or $50.00 for immediate family.  Start your Thanksgiving morning with some fresh air and exercise before that big meal! This is a fundraiser that benefits SMS students and teachers.  To register, contact St. Mary School office at 217-773-2825 or send payment to Friends of St. Mary, 408 W. Washington, Mt. Sterling, IL 62353.
Please contact Tammy at (217) 773-2825 or tmckeown@smseagle.org with any information you wish to have placed in the bulletin.  I will need any information by Monday at 4:00 p.m. for insertion into the next weekend’s bulletin.
[image: image3.jpg]Yoo Moll g



SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Will Eidson † All Caregivers † Joe Geisler † The shut-ins of our parish and community † Joan Russell † Matthew Bishop † Kristopher Mast † Jimmy Baucom † Gary Wenger † Barbara Jo Hall † Debbie Beebe & Randi Bobier † Rusty Creviston, mother of Duskee Kassing † Ginny Reische † For the safety of all of our military † Ted Parker † John Thomas † Sarah Zimmerman Ham † Janice Leverton † For a Special Intention † Julie Gunn Erwin † Julie Ray Radel † John King † Corrine Kassing † Angie Dawdy † Elliott Llewellyn † Phillip Smith † Roberta Young † Pat Runquist
	ST. THOMAS


· Fall Study:  The Fall study will take place every Tuesday starting on October 24 and continue for six weeks (skipping Halloween). This will take place at 7p.m. in the hall. We will be doing Bishop Barron's Pivotal Players Study which follows a video and then discussion. Each participant will receive a workbook. This is a multi-part film series that illumines a handful of saints, artists, mystics, and scholars who not only shaped the life of the Church but changed the course of civilization. Please contact Laura Evans if you plan on attending in order to reserve a workbook.
· PSR:  Just a reminder that family night is November 15th and each family will be making a Jesse Tree. Please bring a pair of scissors! There is no PSR on November 22nd in honor of Thanksgiving.
· From the DRE:  Don't forget to utilize the worksheets in the back of church with your family as a way to experience the Gospel in a different way!

Fun Fact:  Johannes Gutenberg, the inventor of the printing press, was Catholic and the first book ever printed was the Catholic Bible.

Podcast Recommendation: Driving to Quincy for work allows me great time for prayer and reflection. I often like to deepen my faith by listening to several different podcasts. You can download these from the app on your smart phone.  The one I would like to recommend is Catholic Answers. This is on every day for 2 hours. Each hour usually consists of a topic (Why are you catholic, why aren't you catholic, church doctrine, pro life, or an open forum). It is a question and answer style show. I have really learned a lot and encourage you all to take some time to listen in!
· PSR:  Fall Family Night is scheduled for November 15th at 6:30. Please plan on attending. Parents, you attend your child(ren)'s sports games, choir/band concerts and dance recitals. Attending the PSR functions are just as important. Our children need to see us all working at building traditions. You don't have to be an expert in the faith in order to talk to your child(ren), just that it matters! We have an exciting activity planned that you will be able to use in your house for the Christmas season!
	EVENTS AROUND THE AREA


Advent by Candlelight:  We are currently taking reservations (couples or singles) for Advent by Candlelight. This is the third annual to be held at St. Brigid on Saturday, December 2, 2017, beginning at 6:00pm. Upon entering the hall, you will be treated to beautifully decorated tables by our hosts. Following a delicious dinner, we will have the honor of hearing Fr. Chuck Edwards speak. Music will be provided by Jared Holbrook. The fee is $10 per person. Please contact Mary Dodd at 656-3738 to make your reservation today.
	From the Pastor’s Desk

The Thirty-Second Sunday

In Ordinary Time

November 11-12, 2017



Dear Families of Holy Family and St. Thomas Parishes,

Today we celebrate the Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time.  To reach the Kingdom of God is not a contest, but to achieve it means that we need to run to complete the race, as St. Paul tells us.  The entire scriptures tell us a story about the relationship between God and man.  We have in the beginning, the creation of the world in all its wonder with the completion of the creation of man to round out God’s plan for His creation.  We have the fall of man told in the story of Adam and Eve and how their sin was disobedience towards God’s command by the temptation of the devil and man’s lack of wisdom to know what comes from God and what comes from the evil one.  Finally, we have the redemption of the world through the sacrifice of the Son of God, Jesus, on the Cross, which became the instrument that would unleash the fullness of God’s love, mercy, and compassion.  How far are we from reaching God’s heavenly kingdom?  What prevents us now from attaining a full relationship with God for all eternity?  The answer to the first is that we are not far from the Kingdom if we have the wisdom of God deep in our hearts to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him.  To the second question, we and we alone prevent ourselves from having a full relationship with God as our Creator.

In today’s Gospel from the Twenty-Fifth chapter of Matthew, we have a parable of Jesus talking about ten virgins who took their lamps to meet the bridegroom.  On my pilgrimage to Israel several years ago, I along with several of my classmates from seminary traveled to Cana, the place where the wedding feast found in the Gospels took place.  It was in Cana that we stopped at a church which was built on top of the original location where the most notable event took place, and where Jesus performed His first miracle, the transformation of water into wine.  The guide who provided the tour of the church and the many catacombs and tunnels underneath the church told us that wedding feasts in Israel in the ancient world were a spectacle to behold.  Weddings were indeed festivals and could last for weeks.  A wedding in the ancient world would rival any wedding one could have today.  It was a celebration of one of the most important events in the life of a man and woman betrothed to one another aside from having children to complete the family.  It was customary for chosen women, those who would have had a very close relationship with the bride and groom, to greet the bridegroom when he arrived at the place where the celebration was to take place.  Because it could be several hours before the bridegroom would appear, it would be in the evening hours that he would come and so it was important to have oil lamps at the ready to light the way for the bridegroom to make his way to the celebration.

In the parable of Jesus, there were five wise virgins and five who were ill prepared for the bridegroom.  What was the dilemma?  Five of the virgins had enough oil to last them for the moment the bridegroom arrived and the other five did not bring enough.  The five who had very little oil approached the other five who were prepared and asked for oil to stay for the celebration, but the five who were prepared could not give them their oil because they would not have enough to keep their lamps lit.  The five that were ill prepared had to find a merchant who could sell them oil, but by the time they came back to the home where the celebration was to take place, the doors were locked and they had missed the bridegroom.  They knocked unceasingly to be let in, but they were prevented by the bridegroom because he did not know whether they were who they said they were.  Their plans were dashed because they had not been prepared for this great event.  Jesus says, “…stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  

We do not know the day or the hour, brothers and sisters, when the Lord will come again, but He calls us to be prepared at all times.  Wisdom is the key to knowing what we need to do to be prepared.  The Book of Wisdom tells us today, “Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, and she is readily perceived by those who love her, and found by those who seek her.”  Wisdom is not hard to find if we keep God close to our hearts.  He wants us to know His mind, especially when we ask Him in prayer.  He may not reveal everything, but He will give us a hint or a clue as to the decision we may need to make.  If it is directed at the good, He will not disappoint us and certainly wisdom will not disappoint as the passage from Wisdom tells us.  What is wisdom?  Wisdom is knowledge; wisdom is truth; and wisdom is also tied to intelligence.  Wisdom helps us to know the truth and put it into action.  Procrastination can lead us away from wisdom because we put off the things that we need to do knowing that we need to do them.  We need persistence in order to gain wisdom and always choose what is good, right, and just.

St. Paul tells the Thessalonians regarding the dead, “We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.”  Notice that Paul is not saying we shouldn’t grieve the loss of a loved one, just not to grieve like those who have no hope.  We see this, especially at funerals, when loved ones who are left behind do not know how to function because their grief has caused them to become numb and paralyzed.  They do not possess wisdom to know that their loved ones are in the hands of God and they serve as a reminder to us that our lives will come to an end at some point here on earth, but it is not the end but a beginning.  Our lives do not end but continue beyond this world.  Are we ready to meet God, are we ready to meet Jesus?  This is what our faith is about.  We need to be persistent in our prayers and in our actions to live as Christ calls us to live.  Our faith is even more necessary when others come to us looking for hope.  It is also wisdom that will inform us of the truth we need to bring others to the truth in Jesus Christ.

May we turn to God when our souls thirst for Him.  As St. Augustine says, “Our hearts are restless oh God, until they rest in you.”  Let us turn to Him who can give us all we need to live lives of happiness and preparedness for the Kingdom to come.  

God bless you all,

 Rev. Stephen Thompson
Pastor of Holy Family

& St. Thomas Parishes
	HOLY FAMILY TURKEY DINNER


2017 TURKEY DONORS
M/M Glen Koch
Turkey Dinner totals will be published soon.  Raffle winners are enclosed on the insert with this bulletin.
Thank you to everyone who contributed, worked or bought meals!  Your support is very much appreciated! 
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	CHICKEN DINNER AND COUNTRY STORE


Zion Church in Ursa, Illinois is having a chicken dinner and country store on Sunday, November 12, 2017 – serving 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  **Carry-outs ONLY **  Baked, chicken, noodles, mashed potatoes, gravy, noodles, green beans, salad and dessert.  Raffle tickets, gift baskets and goodies.  Adults:  $9.50 (advance) or $10.00 (door).  Children 5-12 yrs:  $6.00; 4 yrs & under:  free.
October Pot of Gold Winners:  [image: image2.jpg]



$250.00 – Nancy Holterfield
$125.00 – Karla Metz
$75.00 – Joan Zurita
$50.00 – Matt Dearwester
$50.00 – Mary Reich
$50.00 – Doug and Dawn Dunn
